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Chairman’s Introduction 
Firstly; Happy Christmas and Season’s Greetings to everyone lucky 
enough to fall within Devon’s criteria for greetings of a seasonal       
nature. 

As we all know access to Yuletide pleasantries have for some time 
been limited by the powers that be, due to shortage of funds and   
severe lack of capacity within secondary care.  

The disappointing situation where High Street Opticians are required 
to ascertain the level of greetings a patient has received, and then 
base a referral on this, has been further confused by the requirement 
that the patient also experiences one or more of the following due to 
subjective loss of festive salutations:  

 Difficulty in heralding in the New Year  

 Reduced joyful cheerfulness 

 Inability to over-eat turkey or Christmas pudding.  

The recent report from NICE suggesting that convivial yuletide 
greetings should be available to everyone in order to improve the 
quality of their Christmas’s was quickly dismissed by the CCG as       
unaffordable and unfeastable. 

Devon LOC have campaigned vigorously to introduce an enhanced 
pathway where patients can receive festive salutations in a timely 
fashion, delivered by accredited professionals who the patients know 
and trust; at an opticians of their choice.  

Such pathways have been shown to be much less expensive than the 
present system which has left patients flocking to overflowing GP     
surgeries and packed A&E departments looking for cheery wintery 
hello’s. 

We would hope that by Christmas Day we will be able to add our new 
“ Yuletide Pathway” to our list of successes for 2017 which have      
included winning the tender for community glaucoma monitoring in 
Plymouth and IOP referral refinement across Devon; delivery of CET 
events across the county, rollout of a post cataract scheme and       
continued engagement with all professionals involved in Eyecare. 

Secondly-Thanks to all my colleagues on Devon LOC for the huge 
amount of work they have supported this year, and as always a special 
thank you to Jonathan our business manager who’s unfailing support 
and passion for what we do, really does make  difference for patients 
across Devon. 

I wish you and your colleagues a very Happy Christmas and all success 
in the New Year. 

Best Wishes, 

LO C NEW SLETTER DECEM BER 2017  

Max Halford, Chairman 

PCSE update - CET grant 
claims, performers list  
Contrary to commitments 
made last month at the      
National Optical Conference, 

PSCE have now admitted that they will not in fact be 
able to process and pay all CET grant claims by the end 
of December after all.  
It would seem that only around 50% of claims have 
been processed to date. The latest commitment is that 
all outstanding payments will be made by the end of 
January.   

Cataract referral form 
Devon LOC have developed a couple of referral forms to 
be used specifically of for referrals for cataract surgery.  
These referral forms have been developed in line with 
the Devon cataract surgery policy. 
 
See the referral forms on the LOC website here 

Save the date: Devon LOC Study Day Friday 18th May 2018, Buckfast Abbey 

Extended services for 
contact lens opticians 
ABDO has produced a guide 
for ABDO members.   
 
Click here to view 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Devon-Local-Optical-Committee/358823617565303
https://twitter.com/DevonLOC1
http://www.devonloc.co.uk/
http://www.devonloc.co.uk/downloads
http://www.abdo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Extended-Services-for-Contact-Lens-Opticians-England.pdf?utm_content=buffer057d8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
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FREE ONLINE CET WITH WOPEC  

Devon LOC have FREE activation codes for online courses with 
WOPEC.  These include Cataract, Glaucoma, Low vision, PEARS 

and Learning Disabilities. 
If you would like to undertake any 
of these short online courses and 
would like more information please 
contact Jonathan Drew 
(jdrew@devonloc.co.uk)  

Preparing for Changes to Data Protection Law  
Data protection law in the UK will change on 25 May 2018. This will 
affect everyone in the optical sector. 
The Optical Confederation have produced some guidance which 
aims to help the sector – including optical practices,                     
manufacturers/suppliers/distributors, and employees – understand 
what is changing and what you need to do.  
Some of the important detail of the new rules is not clear yet. A Bill 
is still going through the UK Parliament and the Information      
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has not finalised its own guidance. The 
Optical Confederation will publish updated detailed guidance when 
the rules are confirmed.  
 
See the current guidance here 

College of Optometrists’ funded research identifies       

weaknesses in optometric data 

The College has published the findings of its commissioned       

Ophthalmic Public Health Research Project, which identified that, 

despite an increasing amount of clinical data being held             

electronically in optometric practice systems, and a growing       

prevalence of eye conditions that require greater management, the 

data is not organised in a way that it can be used for research and 

service planning purposes. 

 

See the full report here 

This report summarises the Ophthalmic Public Health Research 

Project funded by the College and undertaken by the Ophthalmic 

Public Heath Research Group between April 2013 and December 

2016. 

 

 

GOC statement on adjustable    
focus spectacles   
The GOC clarified a statement it made 
in May earlier this year relating      

specifically to Adlens adjustable focus spectacles, to explain that 
it would be taking the same approach to similar products (i.e    
adjustable focus spectacles), and treating adjustable focus       
spectacles within the adjustment range 0 to +4 dioptres as       
benefiting from the ready reader exemption in the Opticians Act.  
More information here 
 

GOC launches Education Strategic Review concepts and 
principles consultation 
The General Optical Council (GOC) has published a consultation 
on the concepts and principles that could underpin optical         
education and training in the future, as part of its Education    
Strategic Review.  
The consultation considers a series of ways of helping to ensure 
future optometrists and dispensing opticians are supported to be 
safe, confident and competent new practitioners in an optical 
sector where patient need, service delivery and business models 
are changing fast.  
 
The consultation is now open and will run until Friday 16 March. 
To find out more about the consultation and to respond please 
visit: here 
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