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Max Halford, Chairman 

Nominations are now OPEN 

Devon LOC committee, and 

I hope you have all had a great summer and as the nights very slowly start to draw in at least we have the LOC Regional 
Events in October to look forward to – please see below for venues and dates. These events are always well supported and 
is your opportunity to find out what the LOC & Primary Eyecare Devon are working on at present along with an update from 
PCSE/Capita and NHS England which always generates lively debate. Please do attend and click on the link below so we 
know you are coming. 

Speaking of lively debates, the “routine statutory eye testing for drivers” debate has been going on for as long as I have 
been involved in optics. As some of you know I spend a lot of my time in clinic looking after patients attending for diabetic 
retinal screening appointments and I am always amazed at the number of patients attending for a dilated screening 
appointments who firstly don’t meet the standards of vision required for driving, and/or feel (despite a large warning note 
in their reminder letter) that they will be ok to drive immediately after. Clearly there is a cohort, which seems to increase 
every year, who will drive whatever the consequences. Therefore I would urge you to consider signing and promoting the 
following petition to your colleagues and patients: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/221410/signatures/new  which 
calls for statutory periodic vision screening for all drivers. 

As we all know, part of our role as eye care practitioners is to promote a healthy eyecare agenda and helping support this 
petition and keep people alive seems to me to strongly “tick the box”.  

I very much look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at the regional events and as always if there is anything I 
can do to support you in practice please do get in touch. 
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admin@devonloc.co.uk 
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Devon Local Optical Committee: Representing, supporting and communicating with local contractors and performers to ensure,                    
as gatekeepers of eyecare, effective delivery of Ophthalmic Services across the whole of Devon. 

Devon Local Optical Committee 

Deer Park Business Centre, Haldon Hill, Kennford, Exeter, EX6 7XX 

T: 01392 834026 @: www.devonloc.co.uk 

Chair: Max Halford (max@devonloc.co.uk) 

Vice Chair: Charles Bill (charles@devonloc.co.uk) 

Secretary: Kath Dandy (secretary@devonloc.co.uk) 

Treasurer: Daniel Tabb (treasurer@devonloc.co.uk) 

Committee Members: 

   Michael Beavis, Mark Bushby, Fiona Hiscox,  

Jo Holmes, Ian Holten, Peter Noakes and Nicki Pullen  

Business Manager: Jonathan Drew (jdrew@devonloc.co.uk) 
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  LOCSU tips on how to avoid rejected GOS claims 
  
 

Members may be aware of an increase 
in the number of rejected GOS claims 
recently. LOCSU have published some 

helpful tips on how to avoid this 
happening, as well as information on 

how to re-submit a previously rejected 
claim, which you can find here.   

Would you be interested 

in supporting our Year 1 

or Year 2 clinical skills 

labs next academic year? 

We are looking for some additional support in our Year 1 and 

Year 2 clinical skills labs for next academic year. The role 

largely involves supporting our students as they start to learn 

and practice their core clinical skills. There are often queries 

to be answered, checks to be made of lens fit, c:d ratio, 

technique etc. and in some sessions you may be required to do 

a short demonstration of a technique to a small group. They 

are a good bunch and it can be very rewarding. 

The clinical skills labs run in 4 hour blocks during term time 

as follows: 

Tuesday: 14:00-18:00 (Y2 – Contact lenses and low vision) 

Thursdays: 14:00-18:00: (Y2 – Routine, GAT, visual fields) 

Fridays: 9:00am-13:00: (Y1 – ophthalmoscopy, retinoscopy, 

refraction) 

Tuesdays: 9:00-13:00: 5 weeks only (Y2 – Binocular 

vision)                

Semester 1 runs from week beginning 24th September (Y1 

start on week beginning 15th Oct) to the week beginning 10th 

December.   

Semester 2 runs from week 

beginning 14th Jan to week 

beginning 25th March. 

There are a couple of 

additional sessions that fall in 

late April as well. 

The rate of pay is £17.92 per hour, so £71.68 for a session 

(with possibility of yearly incremental increases if it becomes a 

regular role) - not enough to make you a millionaire but 

perhaps a nice addition on a day off or if you do have any spare 

half days. 

We are looking for fully qualified optometrists, orthoptists or 

contact lens opticians, however there are no specific 

restrictions on the length of time qualified for this. 

If you think it could be for you please contact Dr Stephanie 

Mroczkowska  (stephanie.mroczkowska@plymouth.ac.uk) 

Tushar Majithia is involved with 

Eye Health UK and are looking to 

partner with local opticians during 

National Eye Week (24 – 30 

September 2018) to highlight the 

importance of having regular eye 

tests. 

 

If you have detected signs of 

diabetes, hypertension, raised 

cholesterol, tumour, MS or other 

non-vision related illnesses during 

a routine eye test, and, you and 

your patient would be happy to 

share their story through the press 

and/or social media please get in 

touch with Rachel Robson 

(rachel@visionmatters.org.uk or 

tel: 01225 463101) to find out 

more about this unique 

opportunity to promote optics and 

your practice. 

Tushar Majithia:   

01529 414066 or 07814 030595  

SEEING BEYOND THE EYES  
Visualise Training and Consultancy, and Orbita Black, with support from 

Thomas Pocklington Trust are delivering a UK wide roadshow. This course 

is specifically designed for Optometrists and Dispensing Opticians. 

An Introduction to Visual Impairment  

1 hour discussion workshop 

3 interactive CET Points  

 

Saving sight, supporting sight loss  

1 hour discussion workshop 

3 interactive CET Points 

When: Thursday 13th September 2018 at 18:00 – 20:30 

Where: Improving Lives, 156 Mannamead Road, Plymouth, PL3 5QL 

 

***Numbers are limited and early booking is essential***  

Click here to book now! 
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